
Instructor
Mr. Freedman, NFA North Campus
Dear Incoming Students,

Welcome to Senior Honors English. I look forward to working with each of you during your senior year at NFA North. Attached to this letter you will find the summer reading assignment for this course. Read the material carefully before beginning the assignment. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me at the above room or email address before June 24. For emails, make sure the subject line states your reason for emailing – blank subject lines will receive no response.

Be sure to complete the assignment prior to the first day of school on September 6 – all work should be typed and MLA formatted. Be prepared to turn in hard copies on the first day of school. Summer assignments in this class are only accepted on or before the due date. Late assignments are not accepted unless approved by the teacher. If you prefer to “share” with me on Google Docs before September 6, please share in “can edit” and do so with freedmanenglish@yahoo.com.
Have a great summer.

Sincerely,

Mr. Freedman

Newburgh Free Academy
North Campus, English Dept.
mfreedma@necsd.net
freedmanenglish@yahoo.com
845-563-2790
2016 Senior Honors Summer Assignment
* Text: 


· Blink by Malcolm Gladwell (Back Bay Books, 2007) [paperback] Used editions are fine – try abebooks.com and amazon.com for “good” cheap copies.
Task: 

Write a well-developed essay examining the issue of perception in society. To construct a meaningful response you will need to examine the following:

· What shapes your perception?
· How does the media’s perception ultimately influence your life?

· What criticisms does Gladwell assert are influencing our lives?  
Like with all essays, the success or failure hinges on your understanding of the text(s) and your ability to articulate an original thesis statement. 
Essay Requirements:

· MLA format (standard heading and header information, 12-point font, Times New Roman, 1” margins, double-spaced) – refer to Purdue Owl (Online Writing Lab) “MLA Formatting and Style Guide” for all MLA questions. See Freedtopia.com for helpful formatting links.
· Minimum of 3 pages 

· A properly MLA formatted Works Cited is only necessary if you are using secondary sources to support your response.
· At least 5 quotes with correct parenthetical citations and correctly embedded/introduced (you should never have a quote as an independent sentence)

· Proofread your essay before you turn it in! Watch your grammar, structure, and logic.

· Turn in the hard copy on the first day of classes. 
* Please consider donating your summer reading book to the classroom so they may be read by future students. This is not mandatory, but it might help combat annual budget issues.
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