The following summer assignment is due on September 6, the first day of classes. 
Advanced Placement Literature and Composition
2016 Summer Assignment, NFA North Campus
Lord David Cecil, writing in the June, 1950, issue of The Atlantic Monthly: "To train our taste is to increase our capacity for pleasure: for it enables us to enter into such a variety of experience. This indeed is the special precious power of literature. In actual life our experience is inevitably restricted both by the limitations imposed by circumstances and by our own character. No one person can ever know in practice what it is like to be both a man and a woman, a mystic and a materialist, a criminal and a pillar of society.... But books can teach us to be all these things in imagination. Every reader is a Lady of Shalott, who, secluded in his secret chamber, forgets the hours, as he sits watching the endless procession of human thought and passion and action, as it passes, motley and tumultuous, across the gleaming mirror of literature."    
                                                                                          [cited in the Atlantic Monthly, 2000]

ASSIGNMENT ONE: Read “The Creative Process”, “Your Brain on Fiction” 

Read the Baldwin essay and Paul’s article (both attached) to explore the role of the artist and the function(s) of art. Later, we will explore the connection between these works and other literature of various genres. 
ASSIGNMENT TWO: Read Adler’s essay “How to Mark a Book” twice.  
The first read is to familiarize yourself with annotating, a necessary skill to critical reading.  The second read you are to annotate the article, applying the information the article presents.  
This must be turned in on the first day of class with assignments 3 and 4.

ASSIGNMENT THREE: How to Read Like a Professor (aka Professor)
· Read and annotate the following chapters from How to Read Like a Professor: 1, 10, 11, 12, 13, 19, 20, and 25. You are more than welcome to read the whole book, but these chapters will be repeatedly referred to throughout the year. 
· Use the annotation suggestions from the article How to Mark a Book to annotate the chapters listed.  
· For each of the 8 chapters, type a short MLA formatted summary of the chapter’s main point(s). This does not have to be too detailed; a bulleted list of 5-10 detailed observations will suffice. 
· Turn in your book on the first day of class for an annotation grade
ASSIGNMENT FOUR: Read Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison
· As you are reading Invisible Man, annotate passages that represent the ideas presented in the chapters of Professor
· When you are finished, choose five of the chapters of Professor and five  illuminated passages ( a passage is 4-12 sentences) from Invisible Man
· Choose passages from the beginning, middle, and end of the novel that you found intriguing, inspirational, eloquent, or engaging
· Type each passage, including page number, then skip one line and provide an analysis of the passages that includes Foster’s approaches to literature. Substantiate your analysis with justification, evidence and implications of both Invisible Man and Professor.  Be sure to indicate the applied chapters of Professor. Use MLA citation and appropriate academic language.
· Use Purdue OWL LAB at https://owl.english.purdue.edu/  to assist with all writing inquiries. 
Required Readings:


“The Creative Process” – James Baldwin (essay provided)


“Your Brain on Fiction” – Annie Murphy Paul (article provided)


“How to Mark a Book” – Mortimor J. Adler (provided for you)


* How to Read like a Professor – Thomas C. Foster [Revised edition] (must purchase) $6.62 new on Amazon


* Invisible Man – Ralph Ellison [any print] (must purchase) $.01 used on Amazon


(* Check Freedtopia.com for used copies link – AP Lit/Comp Summer Assignment Links”)











